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The Public Interest Oversight Board (PIOB) 

PIOB provides independent oversight of the activities of the 
International Audit and Assurance Standard Board (IAASB) and 
International Ethics Standard Board for Accountants(IESBA), supported 
by the International Federation of Accountants (IFAC) to ensure that 
they align with public interests. 

A critical task for PIOB is to obtain accurate portrayals of public 
interests.



Project Objective

• Supply PIOB with online-sourced information regarding the 
public interest in the field of auditing standards

• To reach it, we:
Scrape files from relevant websites
Store files in a database
Build application for search 
Retrieve files in database



Data and Websites 
• 14,332 Documents were retrieved from 13 website:

• International Organization of Securities Commissions (IOSCO)
• International Forum of Independent Audit Regulators (IFIAR)
• International Corporate Governance Network (ICGN)
• American Investment Council (AIC)
• European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA)
• European Fund and Asset Management Association (EFAMA)
• Securities Industry and Financial Markets Association (SIFMA)
• The Investment Association (TheIA)
• Financial Reporting Council (FRC)
• Council of Institutional Investors (CII)
• Public Company Accounting Oversight Board (PCAOB)
• Integrated Reporting (new part of IFRS foundation)
• European Financial Reporting Advisory Group (EFRAG)



Project Objective

• Supply PIOB with online-sourced information regarding the public 
interest in the field of auditing standards

• To reach it, we:
Scrape files from relevant websites
Store files in a database
Build application for search https://vasasearch.business.rutgers.edu

Automatically generate periodical reports 
https://raw.rutgers.edu/public_interest.html

https://vasasearch.business.rutgers.edu/
https://raw.rutgers.edu/public_interest.html


Demonstration
• Search for files based on file name/ topic



Demonstration

• Sort files by year, 
source, number 
of sentence, 
relevance

• View multiple 
documents at 
the same time



• The sentence with key 
words is in red; sentences 
before and after it are 
provided to help 
understand the context

• Documents can be marked 
as relevant after manual 
review and be seen by 
other users 

• Link to the original file

• Export result is shown on 
the next slide

Demonstration



• Export relevant sentences 
as excel file.

Demonstration



• Use natural language ask ChatGPT to 
generate SQL code to query the 
database

• ChatGPT summarize retrieved content
• ChatGPT generate periodically report 

https://raw.rutgers.edu/public_interest.html

Make your database 
talk to you

https://raw.rutgers.edu/public_interest.html


THANK YOU
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